
Mitten Crab WATCH

How to Identify a Mitten Crab

Four spines
Notch
�ìHairyî�claws�
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 $GXOW�FUDEV�OLYH�LQ�IUHVK�ZDWHUV�RI�1RUth AmericD��MXYHQLOHV�OLYH�LQ�HVWXDULHV
 Claws equal in size���hairy� �juveniles�Pay�Qot�Kave����hairy�claws)��ZKLWH�WLSV
 Four lateral carapace spines (last one smaller); notch between eyes
 Carapace up to 4 inches (10�Fm) wide; light brown to olive green in color
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*Adult Shown
Illustration:

Randall D. Babb, for FWS
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The Mitten Crab
)LUVW�GLVFRYHUHG�RQ�WKH�8�6��(DVW�&RDVW�LQ������LQ�WKH�&KHVDSHDNH�%D\��
E\������D�PLWWHQ�FUDE�ZDV�IRXQG�DV�IDU�QRUWK�DV�*UHHQZLFK��&RQQ�
1DWLYH�WR�$VLD��PLWWHQ�FUDEV�PD\�SRVH�D�VHULRXV�WKUHDW�WR�IUHVKZDWHU�
HVWXDULQH�DQG�PDULQH�HFRV\VWHPV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�HFRQRP\�RI�WKH�HDVWHUQ
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��7KH\�FUHDWH�EXUURZV�WKDW�LQFUHDVH�HURVLRQ�DQG�ZHDNHQ
VWUHDP�EDQNV��,Q�RWKHU�DUHDV�WKH\�KDYH�LQYDGHG��PLWWHQ�FUDEV�KDYH
ILQDQFLDOO\�LPSDFWHG�FRPPHUFLDO�ILVKHULHV�WKURXJK�EDLW�VWHDOLQJ�DQG
SUH\LQJ�RQ�ILVK�FDSWXUHG�LQ�QHWV. The\�FDQ�FDUU\�WKH�RULHQWDO�OXQJ�IOXNH�
D�WKUHDW�WR�KXPDQ�KHDOWK��0LWWHQ�FUDEV�DUH�PRVW�HDVLO\�LGHQWLILHG�E\�D�
QRWFK�EHWZHHQ�WKH�H\HV�DQG�KDLU\�FODZV�RQ�WKH�DGXOWV��RWKHU�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ
WUDLWV�DUH�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKLV�FDUG���Your help is vital to report new 
sightings and to prevent their spread.

�
,f you catch a mitten crab,
ï  Do not throw it back alive!
ï  )UHH]H�Lt�RU�SUHVHUYH�LW�LQ�UXEELQJ�DOFRKRO.
ï  Note the precise location where the crab was found.
ï  Contact your local natural resource management agency:
In 0DLQH,�FDOO�0DLQH�'05���������������
,n 1HZ�+DPSVKLUH��FDOO�1�+��)LVK�DQG�*DPH���������������
,Q�0DVVDFKXVHWWV,�FalO�0,7�6HD�*UDQW���������������
,n 5KRGH�,VODQG��FDOO�'(0���0DULQH�)LVKHULHV���������������
,n�&RQQHFWLFXW��FDOO�'((3���������������
,Q�4XHEHF��FDOO�0''()3���������������[������
,Q�1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��1RYD�6FRWLD�DQG�3ULQFH�(GZDUG�,VODQG��
����FDOO�WKH�$TXDWLF�,QYDVLYH�6SHFLHV�+RWOLQH�����������������
�

REMINDER: .QRZ�WKH�ORFDO�UXOHV�IRU�WUDQVSRUWLQJ�PLWWHQ�FUDEV!
Mitten crab specimens are needed to confirm sightings, but many jurisdictions
have different possession and transport rules. Contact your local natural
resources agency for instructions. Never transport live mitten crabV.
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Alyson Eberhardt
Design credit: Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission


